
LOOKING UP - February 1 - “Retreating back or Launching Forward”

Before Jesus left this world his disciples were very concerned about the future of their nation, they 
asked him, “When will you restore the kingdom to Israel?” Jesus replied, “That's not for you to know, 
but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1). The disciples were 
worried about an earthly kingdom - Jesus was concerned about the Kingdom of God. Soon after a 
great persecution broke out against the Christians in Jerusalem - they were scattered beyond their 
beloved city to... you guessed it, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth. God allowed this 
persecution to be a catalyst to get the disciples moving to share the message of Jesus with the rest of 
the world. 

During these times many of us are sitting like those disciples wondering when everything will be 
restored to how it used to be. We pray, “Lord, when will you restore our worship gatherings, when will
you restore our ability to socialize, shop, travel; when will there be a vaccine so I can get on with life as
usual?” What if God is up to something unusual? What if Jesus is not concerned about us retreating 
back to our old ways, but rather launching us into a new way of fulfilling our purpose in the world? To 
discover fresh expressions of gathering, growing and going as his people... 

As I shared in my sermon yesterday... “During COVID, the Church has not stopped being the Church, 
the great commission is not on hold, we are not on break form God's commands, we are not so 
isolated and locked down that we can't communicate the love and good news of Jesus to others -  Paul
did not let his prison chains keep him from his mission. The early Church did not let being kicked out of 
the temple keep them from growing. The apostles did not let the threats keep them from going out 
and changing the world...”

I am getting a strong sense that this season we are going though is a time of refining for us as 
Christians. Are you ready to let go of what has been and embrace what God is about to do? 
____________________________

Heavenly Father, Only you can take what was intended to harm us and use it for Your good (Genesis 
50:20) - Only You can work all things together for the good of those who love You (Romans 8:28) - I 
declare my trust in you today - I pray that I would seek not so much to have old ways restored - but 
rather, to have Your purposes renewed in my life. Guide me today to embrace your call to be a witness
for Christ and fulfill his great commission. In Jesus', Amen.  
____________________________

Steven Amorin - First Baptist Church Tillsonburg
.
#devotional
#bible
#Jesus 



LOOKING UP - February 2 - “Clear Communication”

During a zoom meeting yesterday I was reflecting on how we have become so reliant upon technology 
to keep in touch with others these days. One of the most frustrating things is when we have 
connection problems - a bad phone line, a poor Wi-Fi connection, a weak signal - these are all things 
that drive us nuts and get in the way of clear conversation. How about our communication with God, 
what are some things that can disrupt our connection of prayer with God? Here are seven things I 
found that God reveals in His Word as hindrances to prayer...

An Unrepentant Heart: “If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened”(Psalm 
66:18).

A Strained Marriage: “Treat your wife with understanding as you live together. She may be weaker 
than you are, but she is your equal partner in God’s gift of new life. Treat her as you should so your 
prayers will not be hindered” (1 Peter 3:7 ).

Unreconciled Wrongs: “So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you,  leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to
your brother, and then come and offer your gift” ( Matthew 5:23,24).

An Unforgiving Heart: “And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone,
so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses” (Mark 11:25).

Ungodly Desires: “You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions” (James 4:2,3).

Ignoring God's Commands: “If one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an 
abomination” (Proverbs 28:9).

An Unbelieving Heart: “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a 
wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind” (James 1:6). 

One of God's greatest desires is that you would have a constant and clear line of communication with 
Him in prayer. It is essential to every aspect of our life. Don't let these hindrances get in the way of 
the closeness and blessings God desires to share with you today. 

____________________________
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LOOKING UP - February 3 - “My Life Verse”

I wonder if you have what is sometimes called a “life verse”, you know, a favourite verse that has some
deep meaning for you personally. 

Last summer while hiking with a friend we crossed paths with a fascinating man in the middle of a 
remote forest. Within a minute of getting to know him we found out that he was a follower of Jesus 
too. Like us, his hike was a pilgrimage of sorts, he was spending the time praying for the salvation of 
his grown children and reciting psalms he had memorized. As we prayed together and readied 
ourselves to part ways he asked if he could recite the psalm he had been meditating on that day. Turns
out he began to recite the Psalm that contained my own personal life verse, Psalm 16:11...

“You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore.” 

Through the years this verse has been a constant reminder to me of where to find guidance for life's 
journey, where to find real joy in life, where to find true satisfaction... in God's presence! 

I hope that you will be encouraged by my verse today and perhaps call to mind a special verse in your 
life that has been a great encouragement to you. If you have a life verse that has been special to you, 
I'd appreciate you all sharing it below so we can be blessed too... 

____________________________
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LOOKING UP - February 4 - “Rest for the Weary” 

Have you ever been told you didn't measure up? Have you ever become weary from trying to prove 
yourself to those who never seem to appreciate your value? Have you ever felt tired of trying to meet 
the ever-growing list of expectations of others? If so, listen to these words of Jesus...

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

A yoke was something a farmer would place upon the neck of an ox to pull a load; similarly, it referred 
to a set of teachings a rabbi would place on their followers. Jesus was upset when these religious 
teachers would place such heavy burdens on people and not even lift a finger to help them (Luke 
11:46). 

Whether it is the burdens we place on ourselves or the burdens others place on us, it is easy to 
become weary in this world. Jesus invites us to lay those aside and take his yoke upon us. 

Rather than prodding you with harsh demands and a fear of disapproval, we find in Jesus one who 
leads with gentleness and humility. What makes Jesus' yoke easy and burden light is that he actually 
helps us to carry it. Whatever Jesus calls us to do, Jesus helps us to do. Whatever we are meant to 
bear in the Christian life, Christ graciously bears it with us. As we respond to his call and walk the road 
of life with him, we will find the surprising truth that his yoke is something that actually gives rest to 
our soul!
____________________________

Steven Amorin - First Baptist Church Tillsonburg
.
#devotional
#bible
#Jesus 



LOOKING UP - February 5 - “When old men plant trees...”

There is an old Greek proverb that goes like this... “A society grows great when old men plant trees in 
whose shade they know they shall never sit.” I don't think these words need much explaining; we can 
all understand the value of making investments today that will live on after we are gone, especially as 
we consider how those we lost yesterday have shaped who we are today. 

Let me tell you about Fred, he was a close friend of mine who passed away exactly a year ago today. 
He was the kind of guy you would call up for a coffee and lose track of the time. When he spoke of his 
faith in God and his hopes for his family and friends - I was inspired to be a better husband, father and 
follower of Jesus. Though I was his pastor, most times I felt like he was ministering to me. When we 
lost him sooner than we would ever expect, the loss turned into a deeper longing to be the same kind 
of man for others in my life. 

As I sit in my office today I can literally look out my window see trees that Fred helped plant on our 
new church property a few years ago. What is more important than these are the good things he 
planted in the lives of myself and others before he went on to glory. 

In a world shaped by instant gratification, near-sighted economic spending, get-rich quick schemes 
and self-centred relationships - may we be the kind of people who live with a view to planting good 
things in the lives of others today that will live on long after we pass. 

May the words of Psalm 71 be true of us... “So even to old age and grey hairs, O God, do not forsake 
me, until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all those to come” (Psalm 71:18).

____________________________
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