
LOOKING UP - March 16 - “You Call Yourself A Christian?”

When you think of your faith in Christ, what word do you use to identify yourself? Maybe you go with 
the common title of “Christian”. Maybe you feel the need to be specific and add “Reformed”, “Liberal”,
“Charismatic”, “Evangelical” or a denominational name as an adjective before the word “Christian”. 
Whatever the case, sometimes these titles can carry a great deal of negative baggage with all sorts of  
scandal, greed, hypocrisy, bad theology, legalism, political partisanship, denominationalism etc. 

Maybe you go with the more organic title, like I often do, “Follower of Jesus” in an attempt to shed 
some of the baggage and express what we are actively seeking in life...

When we read the book of Acts in the Bible, we see something very interesting. Those in the early 
Church were referred to by many different titles: Disciples (Acts 1:15), Saints (Acts 9:13), Believers 
(Acts 5:14), Brothers (Acts 6:3), Witnesses (Acts 5:32), Followers of the Way (Acts 9:2), Christians (Acts
11:26) and Nazarenes (Acts 24:5). Some of these titles were used within the Church others were used 
by those mocking from the outside. 

The very first time we find the word “Christians” (Christ-ones) used was in the city of Antioch in Syria 
(Acts 11:26). As we read about these original Christians in Acts 11 and 13, we see some of their 
remarkable qualities...

11:20 The good news of Jesus was being shared with all people regardless of race
11:21 God's blessing upon their efforts was evident
11:22 They communicated with other congregations and shared teaching
11:23 There was evidence of the grace of God
11:24 People were brought to the Lord and eagerly received Spirit-led teaching
11:29 They provided help for one another in hard times
13:1 They were multi-ethnic
13:2 They sought God in worship and fasting
13:3 They sent missionaries 

If that is what Christians really are, I want that, count me in! 

As I grow in my walk with Jesus I must admit that I'm finding it increasingly difficult to be associated 
with certain brands of Christianity.  I want to get down to the basics of what those early Christians 
valued and practised. 

Whatever label we use to describe our faith in Christ, I hope that we will not contribute to the 
negative baggage but rather, bring honour to the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do. 

____________

Steven Amorin



LOOKING UP - March 17 - “Lives of the Saints”

When we talk about special occasions like Christmas, Valentine's Day or St. Patricks Day our thoughts 
often go to the fun ways we celebrate around food, drink and gifts as well as the characters associated
with these holidays. I want to put it to you that the history of these figures is so much more 
interesting and God-honouring than we often realize. Let me tell you the rest of their story...

::Valentinus was born in 226 A.D. in Rome where he served as a pastor. At that time Emperor Claudius 
made an edict that young men were to delay marriage; the idea was that they would make better 
soldiers if they were not tied down with family concerns. These young men were expected to frequent
brothels and have relations with prostitutes and slaves. Christians, including Valentinus, taught 
abstinence and upheld the sanctity of marriage. He found himself secretly officiating the marriages of 
young Christian couples who wanted to do what was right in the sight of God rather than follow the 
customs of the Romans. He was eventually caught and sentenced to death. Just before his execution 
on February 14th 269 A.D. he wrote a letter to a young lady who had come to faith through his 
ministry, encouraging her to be faithful to Jesus, he signed the letter, “From your Valentine”. 

::Nicholas was born in 270 A.D. and lived in the city of Myra in Turkey. Born to a wealthy family, he 
enjoyed a privileged childhood until tragedy struck and both his parents died of illness. It is said that 
Nicholas spent the next several years distributing his wealth to the poor. One of the stories tells of 
how he tossed a bag of gold coins into a poor family's home to pay the dowries for three young girls 
that would have been sold into slavery. Another story tells of how he rescued three men from 
execution. He would eventually become the bishop of Myra and was even said to have been present 
at the Council of Nicea, slapping an opponent in the face while defending the doctrine of the Trinity. 
Through the centuries this historic figure has been combined with European folklore and has evolved 
into the modern Santa Claus legend. 

::Maewyn Succat was born in Brittania (England) in the year 387 A.D. As a young man of privilege, he 
was far from being a saint. At the age of sixteen he was kidnapped by a group of Irish raiders and sold 
as a slave to a Druid master. During his captivity in Ireland he became a Christian after hearing the 
voice of God. He eventually escaped, finding his way back to England. After studying for several years 
as a monk, he returned to Ireland as a bishop under his new name Patricius. Though he was 
persecuted and prosecuted many times, he was successful in sharing the message of Christ with the 
people of Ireland. His God-given faithfulness and compassion allowed him to work among a people 
who had been so hostile towards him. 

____________

Steven Amorin



LOOKING UP - March 18 - “I Must Confess”

When we have done something wrong we often have either of two reactions...

The first possible reaction is to try and hide what we have done and hope that nobody finds out - and 
if they do we might try to minimize its seriousness, tell the person they are overreacting or offer a 
vague "if" apology saying, “I am sorry if I have done anything wrong”. This kind of reaction leads to 
relational brokenness, mistrust and hurt.

The second possible reaction is to confess our wrong and get it out in the open so we can begin to 
make things right. This kind of reaction involves honesty and humility. It leads to the possibility for 
relational connection, deeper trust and healing.

When we sin by going against what God has commanded and called us to do - we likewise have a 
choice between reactions. Will I try to hide an minimize it? or will I confess it and get it out in the 
open?

The scriptures teach us, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Some people might argue, “If God knows everything, what is the point of confessing to Him?” Well, 
the word “confess” in its biblical use means, “to say the same as”. Essentially confession is agreeing 
with God. In confession we are not telling God something He doesn't already know, rather, we are 
saying the same as God says about what is right and wrong.

In our walk with God we discover a humbling truth: that sin grows in the dark, but withers when 
brought into the light. When we are serious about sin and honest about confessing its presence in our 
life - we begin to find God's blessing of full forgiveness and cleansing. Our relationship with God 
deepens, we grow in our faith and experience true healing of our past. This all begins with coming into
agreement with Him.
_____________________________
Steven Amorin
.
If this LOOKING UP daily devotional has been a blessing to you, feel free to share it with others.
_____________________________
#Jesus #Bible #Devotional
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Whittling Away

One of my favourite hobbies is woodworking, in particular luthiery, the making of musical 
instruments. I have to confess that I am very much an amateur and most of what I have learned has 
come by watching professionals online, learning whatever tips and ideas I can. I remember watching 
one world renowned luthier as he was asked, “What is your secret to making such great guitars?” He 
replied jokingly, “I just take a bunch of wood and whittle away anything that doesn't look like a 
guitar!”

That comment got me thinking about how God works in our lives to make us more like Jesus. Consider
the following verses...

“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son” (Romans 8:29).

“we all, who with unveiled faces reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with 
ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

“...until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13).

Our Heavenly Father's goal is for us to become more like Jesus, complete and mature in him, to be 
Christlike. This does not literally mean you are to look like a Nazarene Rabbi, wearing a robe and 
sandals. It means that God is working in our lives to sanctify us and develop the qualities and 
character of Jesus Christ in us. Things like selfless love, compassion, mercy, wisdom and a servant 
heart.

In order to do this it will involve you surrendering the raw material of who you are into God's hands. 
Like a skilled luthier He carves away the layers of sin and selfishness, builds us up in our faith, sands off
the rough edges of impatience and pride, in our dullness he finishes us to shine his glory and tunes us 
to resound with His praise. After all this “whittling” what is left is something that is just like Jesus.

_____________________________

Steven Amorin
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If this LOOKING UP daily devotional has been a blessing to you, feel free to share it with others.

_____________________________
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