
Church Membership
Affirming and Celebrating Your Part in the Body of Christ





Welcome...
.

At  First  Baptist  Church  Tillsonburg  we  are  glad  that  you  have
come  to  connect  with  our  church  family  and  have  begun  to
explore membership with us. It is our joy to walk with you on
your journey with God and be a support to you through every
step of the way. In this booklet you will find helpful information
about what church membership means at FBC and why it is vital
to the ministry of our church. At any point along the way,  we
welcome you to connect with our church leaders to ask questions
and learn how to make the most of your connection with us. 



What is Church membership? 

Some people view Church membership as a business or organizational 
concept, like joining a country club or sports team. But the truth is that 
Church membership is a biblical idea. Consider the following Bible passage:

 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. For 
the body does not consist of one member but of many.                             
1 Corinthians 12:12-14 

In these verses we are given a word picture for the church; it is like a body 
with many parts or “members”. When we receive Jesus Christ as our 
personal Lord and Savior we become a member of His body, the Church. Any
talk of Church membership needs to be rooted in the fact that all those who 
have truly received Jesus Christ have become members of his Body and need
to be connected with other members to function and grow.



As this passage teaches us, everyone has a role as a member of the Body of 
Christ. That's why it goes on to explain that some are hands, ears, eyes, and 
feet. Either each part does its part or the whole body suffers, but how 
beautiful it is when each member does their part! Through Church 
membership, we seek to affirm and celebrate that a person belongs within 
the Body of Christ and is committed to doing their part locally with FBC. 

If you have attended worship regularly or have served in some capacity 
within our ministry but have not yet taken the steps involved in 
membership, you are considered an “adherent” of FBC. Our desire is that 
each adherent would take steps towards membership and have our church 
recognize and affirm them as part of the body of Christ. This enables 
adherents to be welcomed into full participation in the life of our church. 

We want to be sure that all are welcomed, so you will find that adherents 
are eligible to serve under many of the ministries of our church. However, 
membership is a requirement for those serving as a pastor, a deacon, a 
director, on a pastoral search committee as well as taking part in 
congregational voting in the decisions of our church. Membership is 
necessary because of the high level of trust and responsibility that is 
required in these aspects of our ministry. 

When we walk with a candidate through the steps of membership, we are 
simply recognizing a person's commitment to Jesus Christ and his Church.

“Through Church membership  
we seek to affirm and celebrate that a

person belongs within the Body of Christ 
and is committed to doing their part”



What is expected of a Church member?

As a church, we look to the Bible as 
our authoritative guide in matters of 
faith and living. In the New Testament
we find several letters written to 
individual churches – to places like 
the church in Rome, Galatia and 
Ephesus, just to name a few. In these 
letters we find teaching on how 
members were to live, serve, reach 

out and care for one another in the context of their local church. In each of 
these letters we find several “one anothers”. Consider the following 
examples:

 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 
hospitality.  Romans 12:10-13 

 Brothers [and sisters], if anyone is caught in any transgression, you 
who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep 
watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another's 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.   Galatians 6:1,2 

 Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  
Hebrews 10:24,25 



 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a 
multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God's varied grace.  1 Peter 4:8-10 

As you can see from just a few
verses, the Bible is full of examples
of the hopes that God has for his
children. When we connect with a
local church body, like FBC, God has
clear expectations for the kind of
commitment, service, giving and
care we are to share with one
another. As members of FBC, our
desire is to prayerfully encourage one another, knowing that we are 
accountable to God and the other members of the Body. To accomplish this, 
we will continue to look to God's Word as we seek to do His will together. 

Being a church member does not mean that you will be forced to do 
something you do not want to do, like mandatory service on a board or 
being required to give a certain amount in your offering. Instead, our desire 
is to help you to discover the unique gifts that God has given you and 
provide opportunities for you to serve with your time, abilities and finances 
in the ministry of our church. Believing that the offerings we give are 
between the individual and God, we keep each person's financial givings 
confidential. Overall, God's expectation is that we will all give cheerfully and 
consistently in supporting the ongoing ministry of the Church. 

“God has clear expectations for the kind
of commitment, service, giving and care

we are to share with one another”



What is our Statement of Faith? 

Over the years our church has sought to clearly establish the most important
beliefs that make us who we are. The following statement of faith lists the 
seven most important beliefs that inform our teaching and practice as a 
church. 

The members of First Baptist Church Tillsonburg agree and subscribe to the 
following statement of faith as follows:

a) To believe in one God, our Creator, eternally existing in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

b) To believe in the divine inspiration of Scripture as the revealed Word 
of God, as our only authority.

c) To believe in the deity of Jesus Christ, His virgin birth, bodily 
resurrection and the total sufficiency of His atonement.

d) To believe in the justification by faith alone in the righteousness of 
Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration and 
sanctification.

e) To believe in the second and glorious appearance of our Lord and 
Saviour, the resurrection of the dead and the final judgment with the 
punishment of the unjust and the blessedness of the just.

f) To believe in the baptism by immersion of believers in the name of 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

g) To believe in the Lord's Supper as commemorative of His death and 
celebrated in accordance with His command.

If you have questions about our statement of faith, our church leaders would
be glad to take the time to listen and clarify our core beliefs with you. 



What steps are involved in becoming 
a member with FBC?
The process of membership at First Baptist Church involves three steps that 
may take up to three months depending on when our deacons and members
meet: 

Step 1) Review our church's membership information
We have provided this booklet as a resource in answering some of the 
questions that are commonly asked about church membership. Throughout 
the year there will also be several opportunities to either attend a 
membership information session or have a personal visit with one of our 
church leaders to talk about membership. Our desire in this step is to get to 
know each person better, answer their questions and see them welcomed 
into our church family. There is no pressure to become a member right away.

Step 2) Meeting with Deacon representatives for an interview
Upon a candidate's request, a meeting will be set up with two of our 
Deacons. At this meeting they will take the time to get to know the 
candidate and have them share their personal faith journey including their  
baptism or profession of faith. They will also ask about previous church 
involvement and how the candidate desires to serve with our church. If  
transferring membership from another church to FBC, they will work with 
the candidate to collect the necessary information and review any 
requirements. See the next page for more details on this step. 

Step 3) Congregational vote
Upon the recommendation of our Deacons board, the candidate's name will 
be presented at an upcoming congregational meeting for a vote of our 
church members. Upon a favourable outcome, the candidate will be 
welcomed into membership. During a following Sunday service we will take 
time to publicly acknowledge this commitment with our congregation.



Are there any requirements for 
membership with FBC? 
Church membership with FBC is for those who profess Jesus Christ as their 
personal Lord and Savior, have declared their purpose to live a Christian life 
and who support our church's statement of faith. To be considered for 
membership, candidates are required to meet with our Deacons for an 
interview and fulfill one of the following requirements:

a) The Candidate has been baptized in accordance with the Church's 
practices and beliefs;

b)  The Church received a letter of transfer from a Baptist Church [...] 
providing the individual has been baptized in accordance with the 
Church's practices and beliefs;

c) The Candidate provided a statement of experience demonstrating 
such adequate proof of baptism according to the Church's beliefs;

d) The recommendation by the Board of Deacons that an individual be 
restored as a member of this Church;

e) The recommendation of the Board of Deacons that a person who 
cannot be baptized through immersion and who has satisfied the 
Board of Deacons that the baptism through immersion is physically not
possible provided that the candidate has provided a profession of faith 
similar to that made by a candidate for baptism;

f) Candidates may be accepted as members by transfer from other 
Christian churches provided they have accepted Jesus Christ as their 
personal Lord and Saviour, they are instructed in the Church's position 
on baptism and the meaning of baptism and offered this baptism if it 
will be meaningful to them as a symbolic experience. However those 
Candidates who feel that their previous baptism was a valid experience
to them and that to submit to any further ceremony in this regard 



would be to refute their former religious experience as Christians will 
be accepted into membership on the basis of their faith in Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Saviour and the validity of their baptism and confirmation 
experience to them*

*Excerpted from the FBC Constitution, Section C, Paragraphs 3 to 6.
To view a full copy of the document please speak to any of our FBC leaders.

After the candidate has met with the deacon representatives for an 
interview and has fulfilled one of the above requirements (Step 2), the 
Deacons board will put forward their recommendation to the membership 
of our church (Step 3).   

If you have not been baptized according to our church's practice, we will ask 
that you attend an upcoming baptism class with a pastor and consider the 
opportunity to publicly profess your faith in Jesus Christ. For more 
information about how we practice believer's baptism at FBC you can 
request a copy of the booklet Baptism at First Baptist Church. 

“Church membership with FBC is for
those who profess Jesus Christ as their

personal Lord and Savior, have declared
their purpose to live a Christian life and

who support our Church's 
statement of faith”



What is a Baptist Church? 

In our day it is very common for people to be uncomfortable with the idea of
identifying with a particular denomination – whether it be Pentecostal, 
Presbyterian or even Baptist. It must be said that as Christians, our primary 
identity is that of being a follower of Jesus Christ. All other labels, whether 
they be nationality, gender, race or church denomination are secondary to 
the importance of being identified in Jesus Christ. Our church holds this 
value very high while acknowledging our Baptist roots as an important part 
of who we are. As Pastor Steve likes to put it, “I am a follower of Jesus Christ,
who loves to serve in a Baptist church!” 

FBC Tillsonburg is affiliated with the Canadian Baptists of Ontario and 
Quebec (CBOQ) and Canadian Baptist Ministries (CBM). This means that  our
church has freely chosen to associate with a large family of hundreds of 
“Canadian Baptist” churches that span our entire country. Within this 
Canadian Baptist family, each church seeks to support and encourage the 
others in our shared mission throughout Canada and the world. 

One of the important distinctions of being a Canadian Baptist church is that 
we are not under a denominational hierarchy. This means that each 
Canadian Baptist congregation is free, or autonomous, in making their own 
decisions on things like leadership, teaching, facilities, finances and ministry 
- without the control of an outside organization or denominational leader. 

In this type of congregational governance we can see why membership is 
vital. Since each individual church is responsible for making wise and Godly 
decisions, church members need to work together to discern God's will and 
support the decisions that are made for the good of their own congregation. 

To learn more about the distinctives of the Baptist Church, CBOQ and CBM
you can go to:  www.baptist.ca  and  www.cbmin.org



Thank You...
.

We want to express our gratitude for your interest in exploring
membership with FBC. Our desire is that we would continue to
be a welcoming family of faith in Christ, where you can know a
deep  sense  of  belonging.  To  begin  your  steps  in  becoming  a
member of this church, please contact us. At any time you may
speak with a Pastor or Deacon to request a meeting or to ask
your questions.  

May God bless you!



My Notes & Questions...
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97 Bidwell St.
Tillsonburg, ON

N4G 3V1

Phone: (519) 842-8762
E-mail: church@fbctillsonburg.com
Website: www.fbctillsonburg.com


