
Part 1: THE IMAGE OF GOD   Genesis 1:27      Sept. 20, 2020

1) Humanity holds a special place at the pinnacle of creation; no other 
part of creation is made in God's likeness.

2) The renowned theologian, John Stott, points to five human qualities 
that reveal the likeness of God in us:

• We are rational and self-aware. We are moral, having a conscience
that urges us to do what we perceive is right. We are creative, like
our Creator, able to appreciate what is beautiful to our senses. We
are social, able to establish authentic relationships of love. We 
have a spiritual faculty that makes us able to seek after God. [...] 
Because of this, we are uniquely able to think and to choose, to 
create, to love and to worship. - John Stott 

3) The Doctrine of the Image of God impacts:

  a) How we see ourselves...
• Most people long to know that they are valuable, have dignity and 

are worth something. A secular / atheistic / evolutionary worldview
does give any intrinsic value to human life. The Doctrine of the 
Image of God gives value to human life in that we have all been 
endowed with unique qualities of our Creator and have the 
capacity to know Him. 

  b) How we see others...
• The Doctrine of the Image of God calls us to see the likeness of 

God in everyone, including those we dislike. The greatest evils of 
our world happen when we fail to recognize the face of God in our
fellow human being and dehumanize them to justify our evil. 

4) In Colossians 1:15 Jesus is described as, “the image of the invisible 
God”. If ever we lose the way and forget who we were meant to be, if our 
own image becomes muddied and disfigured with sin, we must look to 
Jesus and what he has done to restore all that sin has distorted in us.

:: LIFE APPLICATION 

1) What stood out in today's message for you? Why?

2) Would you agree that many people today are suffering from an identity 
crisis? Why? How do you help those around you when they question their
place in the world and purpose in life? 

3) Would you say that you have a strong sense of your value, worth and 
dignity as a human being? What has led you to the kind of self-image that
you have today? 

4) How would you describe the Doctrine of the Image of God? What 
aspect of God's likeness in us do you appreciate most? Can you think of 
any other divine qualities that we possess? 

5) What implications does James 3:8-10 have on the way we refer to our 
fellow human beings? 

6) When you read passages like Colossians 1:15 and Romans 8:29 how 
have you come to understand that we are being made into the likeness of
Jesus? What does this mean for your life today? 


