
Part 6: Goodness       2 Thessalonians 1:1-12       June 7, 2020

1) Just as we can expect biological developments as we grow into 
adulthood we should expect spiritual developments (fruit) as we grow in 
Christian maturity. In either case, if there is an impediment to growth we 
need help. 

2) Definition: The spiritual fruit of goodness (Agathosuné) means 
uprightness of heart and mind or “moral excellence”.

3) In the Old Covenant this quality of goodness could only be found in 
God. In the New Covenant we find that this same goodness can now be 
present in our life too because of Jesus' death and the Spirit's power. 

4) Goodness takes on a whole new level of significance when we look at 
Jesus. His moral excellence was not passive, it was active and changed 
the world. 

5) What hinders our development of goodness?

a) We don't really want it - There are many people who like the idea of 
going to heaven when they die but refuse to follow Jesus while they live.  

b) We think it is about the outward show - This moral excellence has to do 
with inner integrity, godly values, biblical convictions and an inner resolve
to do good. 

c) We think it is mostly about avoiding the bad - We can become so 
preoccupied with passively abstaining from the bad that we neglect to 
actively do the good. Our moral excellence is not meant to make us a 
prude but to enable us to act like Jesus. 

6) How do we grow in goodness? We abide with Jesus (John 15:5). We 
become like those we spend the most time with. If we are to be good like 
Jesus we must spend time with him. 

:: LIFE APPLICATION 

1) What good virtues were commended to you when you were young? 

2) In what ways would you say that you have changed since you first 
received Christ? In what ways have you grown as a Christian in the last 
year? In what ways would you like to grow in the Spirit?

3) In your walk with God what would you say is the greatest impediment 
to your growth in goodness? 

4) Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12. How does this passage speak to those 
who want heaven when they die but refuse to know Jesus while they 
live? What does this passage say about our inner resolve for goodness?


