
“How Can I Understand the Bible?”    -   ISAIAH 40:6-8   -   January 19, 2020

FBC Statement of Faith - point 2: To believe in the divine inspiration of Scripture as 
the revealed Word of God, as our only authority.

1) We can trust the scriptures because God was in ____________ of the writing.
     (2 Tim. 3:16; Jn. 14:26; 2 Pet. 1:20)

2) The Bible is the supreme ___________ because it is the revealed Word of God 
to us; not the traditions of man, powerful leaders or popular opinion.  (Mk. 7:6-9)

3) Overcoming three challenges in understanding God's Word:
a) Time, language and cultural differences. We cannot properly apply God's 
word to our life today unless we carefully understand the original meaning. 

 _______________ “To lead out of” - Discovering the original intended 
meaning of a text. 

b)  The Bible contains different types of literature. The Bible is a collection of 
books, like a divine ______________. It contains poetry, prophecy, parables, 
legal code, letters, historic accounts. Knowing what genre/style of writing is 
vital in understanding the meaning.

c) We are all recovering sinners and make mistakes.  We often approach the 
Bible with our own biases, opinions, pride, laziness, cultural ideals and sin.

 ________________ “To lead into”- Imposing our own interpretation on
a text and forcing scripture to say what you want to suit you. 

4) __________is key! No verse is meant to be understood in isolation, look at what 
the whole passage says and what the whole of scripture has to say about the topic.
A good Bible student understands the full context of a verse. (See Acts 17:10-15)

4) As we study scripture we must have a humble attitude and ask God for His 
guidance. As the Holy Spirit inspired the writers of Scripture, the Holy Spirit will 
enlighten the students of Scripture.

:: Key Passage
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the word of our God will stand forever.  - ISAIAH 40:8

:: Life Application Questions
1) What stood out in today's message for you? Why?

2) Why is it important that the Bible be the primary basis of our beliefs? 

3) What has your approach been when you come across a verse or teaching in the 
Bible that is hard to understand? 

4) What did you think of the terms exegesis and eisegesis? When have you seen 
these two approaches applied? What was the outcome? 

5)Read about the Bereans Acts 17:10-15. What was it that made them noble in 
Paul's eyes? What are some practical ways we can follow the Bereans' example?

::Further Reading
If you would like to dig deeper in how to read and understand the
Bible, you can look up this excellent resource. How to Read the Bible
for all its Worth by Gordon Fee is required reading in several bible
colleges and a great book for any faithful student of the Bible. 


