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IN LOVING MEMORY 2019 
Please take time to remember those connected to our church who have passed away in 2019 

 
 
 

SHARON BALE 
 

BARBARA BARTLETT 
 

ANDRE CLARYSSE 
 

EVELINE COGGINS 
 

JIM COTTRELL 
 

PAMELA MURRAY DAVIS 
 

DARLENE MURRAY 
 

HELEN WALKER 
 

SANDRA WATTS  
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LEAD PASTOR 
Pastor Steve Amorin 
 
I want to thank you for taking the time to look through this 
annual report book. I like to think of it as more of a yearbook 
that shares the highlights of what God has been doing among 
us the past year. In 2019 each season had a particular 
highlight for me...  
 
In the Winter, Heather and I had the privilege of travelling to 
Israel to help lead a Holy Land tour. This trip was a fantastic 
opportunity to see the scriptures come alive and grow in my 
faith along with 25 others, mostly from FBC. We had so many 
inspiring moments as we traced the footsteps of Jesus and 
stood in locations where God has worked powerfully among His people. As a pastor and follower of 
Jesus, this was a dream come true for me and has enriched my personal walk with God.  
 
In the Spring, we had a series of outreach opportunities that began with a workshop called Evangelism 
for Everyday People with David MacFarlane. It was great to gather 70 people from 5 different churches  
to receive training and encouragement in personal evangelism. A month later we held our Church at 
the Park event and promoted it through personal door-to-door invitations. It was a refreshing 
opportunity to get out in the community and interact in our mission field.  
 

 
 
In the Summer, we successfully concluded our search for our new Director of Next Generation 
Ministries by bringing Dave Shields on board. It was a real blessing to witness how Dave and his family 
came to us and how God's hand was moving in their situation and ours. I am so grateful for his calling 
to serve youth and their families and how he serves faithfully among us. It is a joy to work with him 
each day and work together to envision the things that God is doing in our ministry as a church.  
 
In the Fall, it was our groundbreaking and the start of construction. What an encouraging time we had 
as a church family to witness this milestone on our journey. The many years of work and planning 
have started to bear fruit as we see our future home base for ministry taking shape! 
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My Role 
There is an old joke that goes, “pastors only work for one hour per week - so what do they do with the 
rest of their time!?” Here's the funny thing, I do not count Sunday mornings as “work time” but as 
time that every believer must faithfully make to gather in worship with other believers. Still, for many 
people there is a great deal of mystery around what a pastor does with their time, so I wanted to take 
a minute to share an overview of how my time is spent in an average week.  
 
The word “Pastor” is simply the Latin word for “Shepherd” and as such my role is divided into three 
aspects of shepherding: Feeding, Leading and Reaching. On average I spend about 40-50 hours per 
week engaged in formal pastoral ministry and normally take Fridays off. My full-time role as Lead 
Pastor is balanced between these three areas: 
 
1) Feeding - This is expressed through preaching, teaching, worship leading and each opportunity I 
have to share God's word. Just as Jesus called Peter to “Feed my sheep”, my goal is to help nourish our 
church family by faithfully proclaiming the truth of God's Word. I appreciate the weekly opportunity to 
pray, envision, study and prepare what God is desiring to impart  to us in His Word. Each message I 
share is something that God has specifically put on my heart and is always prepared fresh for our 
congregation.  
 
2) Leading -  I value the role I have been given in providing pastoral support to our church leaders. 
Each week brings opportunities to meet with individual church leaders and ministry teams to pray, 
work through challenges and develop each aspect of our ministry. We have a wonderful group of staff, 
ministry leaders and dedicated volunteers who make this work a joy. My leadership role also includes 
a good amount of administration, communications, media production and overseeing our FBC 
Ministry Centre operations. I have also had the privilege of taking time this past year to further 
develop my leadership skills through ongoing training opportunities. I recently completed two courses: 
Transformational Leadership and Working through Difficult Interactions.  
 
3) Reaching - This is carried out through daily visits and connections with the people of our church 
and greater community. In this part of my role I find myself in homes, hospitals, nursing homes, the 
FBC Ministry Centre and coffee shops - tending to our flock and reaching lost sheep. Whether it is a 
moment of crisis, an ongoing health concern, helping someone in need, or someone in search of 
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answers, my goal is to reach out with the compassion of Jesus. I appreciate working alongside our 
Care Team and Prayer Team to ensure that our whole church family is well cared for and prayer needs 
are covered. Each month we work with individuals and families who come to us for Benevolent Fund 
support. I take the time to meet with each one, listen to their situation and we respond with 
appropriate financial and spiritual support or referral to other resources in our community. I am 
involved with regular chapel services at Maple Manor and have built some good connections with the 
residents and staff there. A highlight for me is reaching out and meeting with other local pastors for 
mutual support and partnership in local ministry initiatives.  
 

Looking Ahead  
As we look ahead to the unfolding of 2020 there are a few things 
that I am looking forward to. Some time ago I met with three local 
pastors to envision plans to gather our congregations on Good 
Friday 2020. We are looking at this as an opportunity to come 
together in Christian unity and proclaim Jesus as Lord.  We have a 
wonderful Christian community in Tillsonburg and there is much 
that can be accomplished for the kingdom of God as we work 
together.  
 
Lord willing, we anticipate the completion of our building project 
in the Fall of 2020. I cannot express the excitement that I have to 
see us enter the doors of our new home base for our mission in 
Tillsonburg. When I think of this new season ahead I envision 
inviting our community to come and feel a sense of belonging, 
seeing our church family grow spiritually and numerically, 
baptising believers, hosting outreach events in our vast green-
space, coffee time bible studies, youth groups, life groups, 
concerts, faith enrichment workshops, family-friendly events and 
the list of opportunities goes on... Our new building will be a 
tremendous tool for our ministry and a place of equipping 
believers and sending us out on mission. The next few months are 
crucial, so let us keep praying, giving and working in the same 
direction in seeing this great work come to completion! 
 
Thank you again for taking the time to read these words. As I share 
this may I ask you to keep my family in prayer? Heather and I often 
reflect that we sense your prayer and the blessings that result, so 
thank you. Prayer is the life-line that keeps us connected with the 
power of God, so let's keep it up and together we will see great 
things accomplished in 2020 for His glory! 
 
 
Yours in Christ,  
 
Pastor Steve Amorin 
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DIRECTOR OF NEXT GENERATION MINISTRIES 
Dave Shields 
 
What an incredible year it has been for me personally here at First Baptist Tillsonburg. Being hired in 
the late spring and starting full time on July 29th, 2019. It was nice for me to be able to start in the 
slower months of the summer, which gave me a chance to get to know some of you better before all 
of the programs started back up in September. The CE Team was great with helping me get settled and 
comfortable with how things have been running, especially Jackie Hughes and Carol Hodgson.  
 

There was also the Grow Hope ministry that Bev Pype and the youth had started in the Spring, and it 
was great to be able to help out on Saturday evenings throughout the summer and early fall, until the 
mosquitoes became too much of a nuisance. To start the school year it was great to have Fred and 
Judy able to help out with the youth group. Based on what the youth had been doing in the Spring and 
Summer before I came on staff, and their focus of serving 
others, I thought a change to the name of the group to ARK 
would be appropriate. While the Ark is what Noah and his 
family used to survive the flood, it is also an acronym for 
Acts of Random Kindness. It is my hope for our youth that 
they will always be looking for opportunities to be Jesus for 
others that don’t personally know Him.   
 
For kidsROCK in the fall it was my hope and the hope of the 
CE Team that we could reach more young people on a 
weekly basis and one way that we could do that would be to 

add the Jr High group to kidsROCK. Jr High took on the name IMPACT Youth, 
because you are never too young to make an impact for Christ in this world. 
kidsROCK and IMPACT have been going strong since the fall season, and has 
seen at least 4  non-churched kids attending on a weekly basis. We have 
received a lot of great feedback about how much the kids enjoy the 
laidback and easygoing atmosphere of our Wednesday night program. It has 
also been a great benefit to me to have Bev Pype, Darryl Covey and 
Madison Covey helping out on a weekly basis. 
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Our Sunday School ministry is one that has been in somewhat of a holding pattern, but is also one that 
has seen some leaders and helpers not be able to continue on this year. I am very grateful to those the 
help out on a monthly basis, but there is still a great need for more helpers and leaders, and if you are 
at all interested in even just being in a class room once a month I would love to have a chat with you. 
 
It has been an 
incredible 6 months 
for me here so far at 
FBC, but I know that 
all of the great things 
that God has been 
doing in our different 
groups and 
ministries is nothing 
compared to what 
he can do going forward. I have a sense with our ARK Youth group that God has some big things ahead 
for our group in the area of service. It is my hope and plan that we will be able to go out in our local 
and greater communities and serve others. This coming spring our plan is to have a retreat weekend 
at Camp Oneida as a service weekend where we can spend some time with God but also spend time 
helping and serving that great ministry. I am also planning on looking into other opportunities where 
we can go to other cities like London or Toronto and to serve people in need in those communities, 
with an eye on the possibility of some sort of overseas mission trip. I am looking forward to seeing 
how God continues to change the lives of the young people at FBC. 
 
Director of Next Generation Ministries, 
 
Dave Shields 
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BOARD OF DEACONS 
Judy Kingsbury 
 

“For even the Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many”. - Mark 10:45 

 
“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil, cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in love. 

Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 
the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord"s people who are 

in need. Practise hospitality”. - Romans 12:9-13 
 
It’s been an exciting year full of many new 
adventures. Events like the Evangelism Training 
Seminar led by David MacFarlane,  Seder Meal 
presented by Pastor Steve, Church in the park,  
Turtlefest, Sunday School Picnic and waterpark 
activities, potlucks, Ice Cream Sunday, two 
Alpha Programs, the new comers luncheon and 
the long awaited ground breaking ceremony of 
our site for our church building. 
 
The deacons were in search of a candidate to 
fill the position of Director of Next Generation 
Ministry. God was active in the timing and we 
felt reassured to pursue the position for the 
young families and the youth of FBC. We 
welcomed Dave Shields to fill the position in 
July 2019, along with his wife Jody and their 4 
children.  
 
We extend a warm welcome to the new comers and young families that have joined our church family.  
Thank you to all who support our deacons and their teams who serve our God with a cheerful heart. 
We are truly blessed with a considerate, compassionate, kind and loving congregation.  You are quick 
to see the needs of others and act upon them quickly as you see fit. A helping hand and a smile is 
worth 1,000 words. God bless each and every one of you. 
 
We look forward with anticipation to see what God has in store for us in 2020. Please continue to pray 
for our people. 
 
Blessings, Judy Kingsbury 
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CHURCH AT THE PARK 2019 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Elaine Csire 
 

“In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, 

your old men will dream dreams.” - Acts 2:17 
 
Here we sit Lord, on the cusp of a new decade…2020.  2019 is behind us and we look forward with 
vision and anticipation…20/20 vision…to the next steps You have for us. 
 
2019 was another year filled with prayers, meetings, drawings, plans, visits, sermon messages, small 
groups, gatherings, pot lucks, and decisions… decisions…decisions!  As I reflect back, my mind has 
wandered to think of the various people who have molded and mentored me and others these past 
20 some years at FBC.  So many names came flooding back to me…many who I still sit with in church 
as brothers and sisters, some who have moved away, and some who are now with the Lord.  We have 
just offered a reprint of our John 3:16 CD with 100 Scriptures read by congregants.  Listening to that, 
and recognizing the voices, gives me such peace and joy…a true sense of family. 
 
2019 was our second year at the FBC Ministry Centre as home base…so we weren’t exactly homeless!  
Otherwise we met in venues all throughout Tillsonburg…and we are grateful for those spaces that 
allowed us to continue our ministry.  Work has begun on our new building at 18 Harvest Ave.  We can 
see it…we have waited for it, and now it is coming to pass!  We are excited!  It will be our new home 
by the time the 2020 Annual Report is written!  We look forward to having a home again and the new 
opportunities God will bring us in that area of town.  The circle of believers will be complete when 
there are churches gathering N, S, W, E…all around Tillsonburg! 
 

 
 
As we have met at the Community Centre and have sometimes been ‘shuffled’ between the Lion’s 
Auditorium, The Senior Centre and even possibly the Marwood Room, we have dedicated people who 
have taken on the task of setting up and breaking down each Sunday for service. We have learned that 
there is more to Sunday service than just coming in and sitting in ‘my pew’.  We have learned to look 
and see who needs a hand carrying a tote for Children’s Church, or who needs help with opening a 
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door…or even seen an unfamiliar face and gone over to introduce ourselves.  We have learned to be 
flexible…we have moved away from our rigid traditions.  We have learned to sit in a different chair and 
actually meet new people as we move around the room finding a spot!  When the old building was 
sold in Fall 2017, there was trepidation about meeting at the Community Centre…now, we have 
realized through this exercise in the ‘wilderness’, that church is the people.  Maybe we could say it 
before…but now we have experienced it, and I believe it has made us stronger and closer knit. 
 
There have been challenges over these past two years…choice 
of a construction company, building plans to pore over, edit 
and revise; staffing decisions; the resignation of one of our 
board members (we thank Barry Grass for his time on the 
board); losses of dear friends as they have passed to be with 
the Lord; budgets to plan; funds to raise; volunteers to 
organize; all the packing and unpacking, illnesses and 
hospitalizations.  But God has been faithful, as He always is!  
 
The Directors, Gary Hunt, Treasurer Rayburn Lansdell, Jim Hill, 
Andrea Harley and myself…are a good group of people 
dedicated to serving our Lord as best as we can, discussing the 
finances and contractual business of First Baptist Church, 
Tillsonburg, Inc.  We pray and seek God’s will, wisdom and 
leading in the decisions we are entrusted with.  We thank you 
for your continued support and encouragement, both 
prayerfully and financially to see this vision become a reality. 
 
I thank each one at FBC for the care shown throughout this church body.  I thank each person as they 
choose to serve cheerfully in whatever gifting God has given them…Again I say, find your place to 
serve the Lord in the body of Christ…whether it be ushering, leading children’s church, helping the 
worship team, praying, Scripture reading, serving on the Deacons’ Board or Directors’ Board…  
 

“Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people,” -Ephesians 6:7 
 
Financial Secretary        Sal Lansdell 
Assistant Financial Secretary     
Church Clerk             Marian Smith 
Assistant Church Clerk       Jackie Hughes 
Tellers     Appointed by Directors via Financial Secretary 
Nominating  Committee       Pastor Rep        Pastor Steve   
                                                  Deacon Rep      Doug Babbey 
                                                  Director Rep     Andrea Harley 
 
This was on page 28 of last year's report.  I have spoken with Sal, Marian and Jackie...and they will 
continue on in these roles for 2020. Doug and Andrea will as well... 
 
Shalom, Elaine Csire,  Chair of Board of Directors 
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BENEVOLENT FUND 

Carol Hodgson 
 
This fund exists so that FBC can assist persons in the community who need help.  Pastor Steve 
interviews each person and asks them to fill out an application.  Then, it is decided whether we can 
assist with rent, utilities, gas card, etc.  This year we helped about 20 people and their families. 
Because of the generous support of this fund, we look forward to helping in the new year.  
 
 
Balance on hand January 1, 2019     $4430.22 
 
Receipts                 $10,202.10 
Funds Available                             $14,632.22 
 
Disbursements 
Benevolent Payments                  $5543.28 
Bank Charges                                     $113.15 
Total                                                $5656.43                                              
                        
Balance on hand, December 31, 2019      $8975.79                       
 
Submitted by Carol Hodgson, Benevolent Fund Treasurer 
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COMMUNICATION TEAM 
Bryan McBride 
 

2019 was a challenging year, bringing our plans to fruition by 
receiving a “foundation building permit” and actually starting 
construction of our new facility in September was exciting. 
 
The site was stripped, remediated and bulldozed to the 
proper grade level. The footings and walls have been poured 
and backfilled with the floors filled in and impacted. The 
storm drainage lines and catch basins have been installed and 
our hydro transformer is on order. 
 
At this time we are waiting for engineer details to be finalized 
to obtain our full building permit from the Town. PK 
Construction and all others are working hard on this to get 
final approval asap. This should be completed very soon and 
then full framing construction will begin.  

 
The Communication Team sponsored a very successful  “Church in the Park” including a pot luck 
dinner and BBQ in June. It was a fun and well attended event. 
 
Your congregation commitment funds and generous donations have been coming in and our 
Debenture commitments have grown to over $650,000. 
 
We are blessed to have such a loving Church Family all working together to build our new House of 
Worship to serve our community. 
 
The Team met with Kindred Credit Union in December and as a result have recommended to the 
Board of Directors to pursue whatever additional financing we may need from them. 
 
We have been busy in 2019 with a record number of meetings and product research.  We are going to 
be even busier in 2020 and look forward to it with the goal of completing and moving into our new 
facility in the fall of 2020. 
 
We thank the Lord for our 
progress as a Church family, 
please keep us all in your 
prayers. 
 
Bryan McBride, 
Communication Team   
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CARE TEAM 

Bob Hodgson 
 
The year 2019 has passed so quickly.  During this past year, the Lord has bountifully blessed our Care 
Team.  We all feel uplifted by meeting and sharing our time at Sunday morning services, making 
telephone calls and visiting .   These visits may be at home, in the hospital or retirement and nursing 
home facilities.   
 

"Blessed is the one you choose and bring near to dwell in your courts! 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of our house, the holiness of your temple!" 

-Psalm 65:4    ...Thank you Lord! 
 
Pastor Steve has asked for suggestions to plan for a future seminar. Last year's seminar was so 
meaningful.  Thank you, Pastor Steve. The Christmas Cookie Drive with 55 beautifully decorated boxes 
was well received.  Thanks to all of you who donated your delicious creations. 
 

"Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, 
just as you are doing." - 1 Thessalonians 5: 11  

 
Our monthly home meeting is encouraging to Carolyn and me.  Devotionals from Joni Eareckson Tada 
and readings from "Growing Strong in the Seasons of Life" by Charles Swindoll are very moving.  Care 
Team Visit reports and Circle of Prayer time are enlightening and well received.   
 
We will sadly miss Eveline Coggins, Jim Cottrell, Andrew Clarysse, Pam Davis, Darlene Murray, Helen 
Walker and Sandra Watts. Thanks to all our members who trust in the Lord.   
 
Respectfully submitted, Bob Hodgson, Chair of the Care Team  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TEAM 
Jackie Hughes 
 
The team oversees the activities of Children’s Church, the Nursery and the Youth Programs.  The team 
helps children and youth know Jesus and to accept Him as personal Saviour, and to encourage pastors, 
parents and volunteers.  The C.E. Team recognizes the home as the place where the child’s faith begins 
to grow and mature with support of the faith community of First Baptist Church. 
 

Mission Statement: ‘Train up a child in the way he should go;  
even when he is old he will not depart form it.’   -Proverbs 22:6   

 
Director of Next Generation Ministries 
Dave Shields joined the C.E. Team in June 2019. The team praises the Lord for bringing him to us in a 
timely fashion!   
 
Sunday School Curriculum 
We have continued to use Heart Shaper. The teachers and students enjoy the discussions and hands-
on activities. A youth class was added in the Fall. 
 
Classrooms 
The teachers, parents and students have been very accommodating and helpful to make sure that we 
all arrive at the right place at the right time, as on many weeks during hockey season we have to 
change rooms at the community centre.  Deb Young has done an amazing job by keeping track of 
where we should be each week.  
 

 
 



17 
 

 
Sunday School Activities 
Library books have been brought to the classrooms at the beginning of each month for the children to 
borrow. On June 16, Father’s Day, the children enjoyed participating in Ice Cream Sunday. The team 
organized the games and waterpark tickets for ‘Church in the Park’ on June 23. On Dec.22, the 
children & youth class told the story of Christmas tree traditions during the church service and 
together with adult class presented ‘Hopeful Gifts of Change’ to Canadian Baptist Ministries.   
 
Youth Ministry 
Youth, Grades 7-12 met at the Ministry Centre on Friday evenings during the winter of 2018-2019 
under the leadership of Deb Young & Bev Pype. As a result of their Max Lucado video study the group 
decided that they wanted to ‘make a difference’ and created a project called ‘Grow Hope’.  On 
Saturdays, they planted a garden and sold the produce to the congregation in order to raise funds for 
The INN in Woodstock. They celebrated their success at a Harvest Party on September 6. 
 
Eight youth and two leaders attended Blizzard in February. Outing to Raptors game on Dec.1.  
Progressive supper on Dec. 13. Carol singing Dec.20 
 
KidsRock 
Grades 3-6 meet at Southridge School on Wednesday evening, with about 20 in attendance.  Pastor 
Steve & Bev Pype were the adult leaders until the end of the 2019 season. Dave took over the 
leadership of the group in September.  The program expanded into two groups – grades 3-6 
(kidsROCK) and 7-8 (IMPACT).  Bowling and pizza party on Dec.18. 
 

 
 
Other C.E. Activities 
An Emergency Exit plan was developed & carried out in May. 
The team offered sponsorship to children/youth attending Camp Oneida. 
Reduce the Risk training was held at the Ministry Centre under the leadership of Dave Shields on 
October 26. 
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the C.E. Team 
Jackie Hughes 
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CAMP ONEIDA  
Gary Hunt 
 

 
 
Camp Oneida  is  a ministry of  three  CBOQ, ( Canadian  Baptist  of Ontario  and Quebec) associations, 
Oxford -Brant, Norfolk, and Niagara-Hamilton. FBC Tillsonburg is a member  of Oxford- Brant and is 
truly  appreciated by Oneida for its prayers and financial support.  
 
The camp is run by volunteers,who are appointed  by the associations, who offer their expertise on 
committees, helping to keep the camp in repair, looking after finances, programs, publicity, personnel 
and registrations.  
 
The maintenance crew  met most Wednesdays, during the year cutting grass, painting, plumbing 
and doing electrical and carpentry  jobs. 
 
This year we had 2 family camps that were filled and our traditional camps for children ages 5 to 18 
years. 
 
Our attendance once again  surpassed our expectations, around 450 campers. There were a 
number of known decisions  for Christ. This is our mission. ONEIDA, means “granite men”, so 
we  challenge campers to build  their lives 
by the Rock , Jesus.  
 
The lodge piers were updated and 
drainage  was put in around  the lodge this 
year costing $19,000.00. We are thankful 
for those who donated funds to do this 
update.  
 
In the Fall, we received a call from our 
neighbour saying that part of our lake wall 
was falling into the lake and their 
cottage  was being threaten by the high 
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water levels  on Lake Erie. We were able to have a contractor lift  the concrete slabs from the lake and 
set  them up again  in a better fashion, to thwart the ravishes of Erie's storms. 
 
In October, a big storm, took down a large portion of the bank that was not protected behind one of 
our Lakeshore buildings. The cost of installing 100 to 125 feet of wall is expected to be around 
$45,000.00. We are also working on barrier free solutions for camp. 
 
Volunteers are always welcomed to help us keep the costs for campers to a minimum and help camp 
reach people with the Gospel. Contact Gary Hunt at 519 842 5446 
 
Gary Hunt 
Oxford -Brant  committee  member   
 

 
 
 
 
ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
Gary Hunt 
 
 
We gathered together  this year to meet for fun , to make new friendships, to learn God's word 
during  devotions, and to share some great food. Activities  this past year included pot lucks , games 
night,  speaker and  a visit to a greenhouse. We also enjoyed  having Dave Shields and his Family come 
to our Potluck in September. Our traditional Car Rally to Camp Oneida's open house  in June was 
cancelled,  but we hope to rev the engines once again this coming year. For many years we have 
supported Camp through donations  from meeting  offerings and from donations for a delicious meal 
at camp's open house. 
 
Currently, we are  meeting at the Upper Deck youth  centre in Town. 
 
There is no membership for Adult Fellowship,   Everyone is welcomed . 
 
Special thanks to our treasurer, Andrea Harley and Alida Hunt, our food coordinator. 
 
Gary Hunt 
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HANDS IN MISSION 2019 
 
RURAL LIFE MISSION – ARMSTRONG  
Quilts    6   
Dishcloths   175 
Afghans                               23 
Dresses                                   12 
Pants                                    8 
 
TILLSONBURG HOSPITAL  - PALLIATIVE CARE  
Afghans                               6 
 
LONDON CONSISTORY  
Hospital pads             528 
 
POWER OF HOPE LONDON CHILDREN’S AID  
Baby Afghans                      2 
Fleece blankets                 2 
Kid’s quilts                          2 
Receiving blankets               9 
Izzy dolls                                140 
 
VICTORIA HOSPITAL  
Caps and baby booties          15 pairs 
Small booties                        3 pairs 
Small hats                             58 
 
MEN'S MISSION-LONDON   
Toques                                         135 
Blankets                                      2 
Afghans                                        15 
Quilts                                            13 
 
MEN’S PRISON MINISTRY 
Toques                                      47 
 
WOODINGFORD TILLSONBURG 
Shawls                                         11 
 
HEAVEN’S SAINTS STREET MISSION 
Toques                              19 
Quilts                                             5 
 
SALVATION ARMY TILLSONBURG 
Large toques                              65 
Hats and scarves sets               9 
Dish cloths                                   62 
Pillow cases                               118 

FRIENDSHIP HOUSE-BRANTFORD 
Youth quilts                          4 
quilts                                   78 
Baby afghans                            23 
Afghans                                  20 
Lap quilts                                   5 
Toques                                    550 
Headbands                              41  
Mitts                                       52 pairs 
Scarves                                    37 
Slippers         64 pairs 
Dishcloths                 314 
Aprons                      3 
Baby sweaters sets       21 
Baby sweaters                        18 
Crib sheet                               1 
IZZY dolls                              184 
Christmas place mats            4 
Christmas bags                   745 
Christmas table cloths          3 
Christmas vests                     2 
Baby receiving blankets      52 
Baby quilts                              19 
Baby blankets                       10 
Baby fleece blankets             19 
Baby hats                                 2 
Baby drool bibs                        8 
Baby bibs                                 2 
Baby slippers                          2 pairs 
Small afghans                       3 
Bag                                         1 
Dressed  doll                         3 
Lap tops                                  5 
 
We were able to give good used clothing  
and other goods to help their needs. 
 
FIJI with KAREN ROHRER of HARVEST 
Dresses                                                   33 
Shorts                                                     11 
Dish cloths                                             30 
 Bibs                                                         25 
Receiving blankets                                 5 
Baby afghans                                          5 
Izzie Dolls                                               100 
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SEW ON FIRE BURLINGTON 
Vests                                           160 
Toques                                        580 
Afghans – large                          8 
Dish cloths                                 170 
Scarves                                       48 
Sweaters                                    19 
Mitts                                           57 
Afghans – small                         10 
Hats and scarf sets                   15 
Mitts and hat sets                    6 
Slippers                                      20 pair 
Quilts                                         4 

 
 
We appreciate your continuous support in providing us space at Avondale United Church.  Thanks also 
for gifts of yarn and other materials that assist us in helping those in need.  You have blessed us as we 
are blessing others. 
 

“May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; 
establish the work of our hands for us – 

yes, establish the work of our hands.” -Psalm 90:17 
 
Submitted in prayer by Grace Scott 
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FBC CHRISTIAN LIBRARY 
Marg Dawson 
                                     
The staff for the Library has remained the same as 
it was during 2018.  We are blessed with good  
reliable help.  On the first Sunday of most months, 
we have continued to provide a box of books for 
the Sunday School classes.  Dave Shields delivers 
and returns the box for us.  Jackie and Carol have 
been most helpful in seeing that overdue books 
are returned. 
 
During the year Sherrin, Kathie and I have 
purchased 79 books and 9 DVDs.  In addition 23 
books and 2 DVDs were donated and added to our 
Library. 
 
We look forward to your visits to the Library.  We 
hope you will comment on what you have read, 
especially if you want to recommend the books for 
others to read.  Please continue to suggest new  
books and DVDs for us to purchase. 
 
We certainly are looking forward to being in our 
new facility, and will spend time preparing for that 
move.  We have already removed some books 
from the non-fiction area of the Library.   During 
2020 we will be eliminating from the novel section.  
As we did for the non-fiction area, we will carefully 
consider the advisability of removing each book. 
 
We ask that you pray for God’s guidance to be with 
your Library staff.  We will particularly need lots of 
prayer during our transition from the Ministry 
Centre to our new building. 
 
Margaret Dawson, Librarian 
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DISCIPLESHIP TEAM 
Fred Kingsbury 
 

 
 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,  
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.   

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” -Matthew 28:19-20 
 
There were many small groups and life groups meeting in homes and at the Ministry Centre at various 
times throughout the year.  Thank you to all those who hosted and facilitated these groups. 
 
In October we had a Sunday service presentation of Life Groups and small groups.  There were several 
people who gave their testimony on how these groups have impacted their lives through continued 
friendship and seeking God's word. Continue to pray that the seeds have been planted and they will 
inspire others to make use of the studies in the church library and want to be a part of a life group. 
 
The Men's Ministry Outreach have been meeting the last Saturday of each month at the Korner Perk 
on broadway.  This seems to be working well. Praise and worship to our Lord and good food and 
fellowship with friends.  All are welcome. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Blessings, Fred Kingsbury 
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MISSION & EVANGELISM TEAM 
Deb Young 
 

“Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord they God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul and 
with all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour as thyself.”  -Matthew 22:37-38 
 
First Baptist Church Mission Team focuses on blessing organizations that have shown business 
integrity with their humanitarian efforts, ministry efforts and financially sound practices, & who hold 
the sanctity of life as a major belief in their organization. We were so excited to be able to sponsor one 
of FBC Youth, Grace McDougall, who went on a Mission Trip to El Salvador.   Thank you, Grace for 
sharing your adventure with us.   
 
TurtleFest:  Downtown Tillsonburg comes alive with a festival atmosphere.   We handed out freezies 
for youngsters and bottled water for anyone who wanted.  It was a great opportunity to meet 
Tillsonburg families.  
   
Celebrate Tillsonburg. An awareness of organizations in Tillsonburg held at the Mall centre court.   
Dave Shields and Pastor Steve spent the day speaking and connecting to people in Tillsonburg.   
 
First Baptist Church Total Mission Giving was a generous $30,854.54  Thank you everyone for having a 
heart for Missions. Our recipients were, Youth for Christ, Camp Oneida, Farmtown Canada, 
Compassion Canada, CBOQ, CBM, Fresh Start, Helping Hand Food Bank. These organizations are truly 
grateful for the financial support and prayer support we give to them.   
 
At Christmas time we prayed for an opportunity to provide a Christmas Blessing to a local Family.   
Rayburn was asked if he had contact with a family we could bless.   A total of $640.00 was raised.  
Rayburn knew of a single Mom with 4 children who were struggling in every sense of the word.   This 
family had no TV and certainly no money to buy one.  On Christmas Day FBC blessed this family with a 
new TV.  Needless to say, they were thrilled and so grateful. Thank you all so much for caring.  
 
FBC has many facets of Mission.  We are all missionaries, we are all evangelists.  Because God has 
commanded us to be.   
 
Hands in Mission, (see separate report) have an extensive ministry, reaching all over the world and 
touching local families as well. Hilda Lindsay Mission Circle. (See separate report) This group help 
sponsor field workers (previously called Missionaries) through Canadian Baptist Ministry.  They also 
bless the organizations of the speakers they have come each month.  The Decadent Dessert Night, 
proceeds from the ticket sales bless a different organization each year, and the list goes on.   
 
As always, we would love to have you join our team, if God is calling you to share the Gospel and help 
others. God Bless You.  
 
In His Service, Deb Young, Chair Person  
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OUTREACH IN 2019 
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ALPHA  
Deb Young 
 
In 2019 FBC hosted 2 Alpha Courses. 
The Christian Reform Church, 
approached us to see if we would 
consider hosting Alpha together 
which worked well. We shared 
resources and some manpower. Our 
first Alpha was from January to 
March and held at the Carriage Hall. 
Due to an exceptionally cold and 
snowy winter it was difficult for 
some people to attend. Our groups 
were small but fruitful as some 
invited Christ into their lives.  
 
Jan Ebert continues to host a Life 
Group with ladies from this Alpha 
Group. Judy Kingsbury, Jan Ebert, 
Deb Young, and Emily Shuurman from Christian Reform Church attended a couple of Alpha 
information sessions in London, outlining the Canadian Alpha initiative. The resources from Alpha 
Canada focused on how to engage our congregation to be invitational.  
 
During the summer St. Andrewes Presbyterian Church, and the Christian Reform Church approached 
FBC about hosting an Alpha together. This was new territory for us but, after several meetings we 
thought this partnership could work. Afterall, we are all working for the same God. And, it worked out 
well. Rayburn Lansdell graciously offered the use of the Upper Deck, and to help keep costs down, the 
3 churches contributed towards supplying the food. We had about 15 new people attend. A special 
thank you to Pastor Steve, Doug Babbey, Denise Light, & Janice Edmonds who provided beautiful 
worship music our last evening. It was a very special Alpha Night.  
 
What an honour and privilege to see God work in peoples lives. I can't wait to see what He will do 
next.Alpha continues to be an effective tool to share the gospel in a safe, non-threatening and non-
judgemental way. As Christians, God commands us to share his word. With Alpha you just invite 
someone and God will do the rest. He prepares their heart before we even ask.  
 
in His Service,  
 
Deb Young Mission & Evangelism Deacon 
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HILDA LINDSAY MISSION CIRCLE 
Sherrill Babbey 
 
The Hilda Lindsay Mission Circle is presently under the leadership of Sherrill Babbey who took over 
after the untimely death of our President Darlene Murray who passed in February. We have 26 
members so with guests and members we average an attendance of 20 to 25 people. 
 

The theme for the next two years  is CHOSEN/HOLY/CALLED declaring the goodness of God. 
 

 “But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very 
own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God for he called you out of the 

darkness in to his wonderful light.” -1Peter 2:0 
                                               
Our meetings this past year consisted of: 

 February Blessings  : Pastor Lola Mather-Dyer who shared her Mission trip to Kenya with us. 

 March.  We cancelled the meeting due to the passing of our dear president. 

 April .   HLMC 99th Birthday Celebration.  Murray Edmond shared  pictures of his trip to Israel. 

 May   Be an Encourager with Yvonne Hill 

 June   Guest speaker Kelly Franklin from Farmtown Canada speaking on Human Trafficking 
In the fall we met for our next group of meetings. 

 Sept . Captain Nancy Shiels of the Salvation Army gave us an overview of the onging work in 
Tillsonburg. 

 Oct. Richard Lucas told the story of his Father who was a British Home Child. 
Nov.    We heard from our Youth on their Garden Project. 

 Dec .  We had a Congregational Christmas Pot Luck at the Community Centre. 
 
Our ladies supported and kept us up to date on our Missionaries: Lebanon: Elie & Mireille Haddad. 
Philippines: Duane & Carin Guthrie. Kenya :  Aaron & Erica Kenny. 
 
As part of the Baptist Women of Oxford-Brant we attended the Canadian Baptist 
Women of Ontario and Quebec Spring Rally Wednesday April 24th at Springford  Baptist .Guest 
speaker was Fiona Kwok. Fall Rally Wednesday Oct. 16th at Jerseyville Baptist Church. The guest 
speaker was Anne Drost CBM Regional Rep. of Central Canada. 
 
We warmly invite all our ladies of First Baptist to attend our Mission Circle meetings.You will be 
warmly welcomed, be well informed ,enjoy rich fellowship and you will have fun. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sherrill Babbey, President 
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PRAYER MINISTRY TEAM 
Sal Lansdell 
 
Prayer is powerful, and paves the way for both you and 
God to come together in God's perfect timing. 
 

“The prayer of a righteous man is powerful  
and effective.” -James 5:16 

 
“To keep God at the center of one's life requires  

frequent renewal of power through prayer.”  
-Georgia Harkness 

 
Have we grown in our prayer life this past year as individuals and as a church?  In reflection of 2019, 
we have striven to completely seek God's will and His ways.  Our gracious God always loves, He allows 
us the times to stumble and get back up again in our walk with Him with open arms!!  We commit our 
year to you Father and praise You in every way. 
 
We stand in our commitment to be a prayer driven church.  Prayer ministry has tried to provide 
sources of opportunities within the body of Christ to grow in communion with Him in specific ways.  
The following outlines some of them. 
 

 
 
1)  Weekly prayer opportunities Wednesdays 9am and 1pm 
 
2)  40 Day Challenge before Easter, encouragement was to fast from wrong attributes, to pray, fast and 
grow in putting on the garments of Jesus.    
 -Block indifference and be compassionate to others 
 -Remove selfishness and examplify a life of kindness 
 -Fast from arrogance and demonstrate a humble heart 
 -Put away harshness and become gentle in spirit 
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 -Pour out anger and be filled with patience 
 -Starve a quick temper and feed on the peace of Christ 
 -Let go of grudges and be reconciled with forgivenss 
3) Prayer gatherings for specific areas within the church: 

 There was an evening of prayer for the fall worship schedule and for direction God would have 
us lead the congregation consisting of worship team and music participants coming together. 

 There was an afternoon of prayer by Board of Directors and Deacons, having the Lords supper 
together, spending much time in prayer allowing the Spirit to reveal God's direction for FBC. 

 Congregation gathered out at Harvest site after service in the fall to pray God's will, direction 
and commitment to this property as building was to begin at last. 

 
4) In each monthly Messenger, 2 people were 
highlighted for prayer in our Senior Kids Korner 
section.  Viewing a picture of the individuals was to 
encourage the congregation to pray over the 2 of 
them for the month. 
 
5) Marlene Buck continued to look after our Prayer 
Chain faithfully communicating needs within the 
church as requests were given for prayer.  We 
appreciate this aspect of the prayer ministry greatly. 
 
6) In the spring, we handed out a 'blue' sheet with 
areas to pray daily over entitled “Let us Pray” 
encouraging the congregation to keep it handy for 
viewing and praying through faithfully.  We recognize 
that praying for specifics as a body is one crutial act of 
worship in His Kingdom work.    
There were 3 components listed - 
  1. The Construction of the New Building 
  2. Dave Shields Director of Next Generation Ministries 
  3. Our Witness in the Community 
 
7) An increased effort was given in the fall to offer prayer after services weekly, with two Deacons 
remaining at the front of the auditorium to pray with anyone wishing to have prayer. 
 
Participants in the prayer ministry who come together on Wednesdays (9am and/or 1pm) are Joanne 
Young, Kathie Troyer, Marlene Rockley, Sue Hudson, Elaine Csire, Judy Kingsbury, Marlene Buck, Janice 
Ebert, Linda Bell, Irene Clarkson and Sal Lansdell. (other opportunites involve many others as well).  I 
appreciate so much the faithful walk of these prayer warriors on behalf of FBC.   
 
Sal Lansdell,   
 
Prayer Ministry Deacon 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
 

“Oh taste and see that the Lord is good…” Psalm 34:8 
 
On May 2, we hosted our Decadent Dessert Night – the theme: You are Loved.  We changed the 
theme from flavours to just wonderful decadent desserts. 
 
We met this year at the Senior’s Centre decorated in pink with lots of hearts.  Remember those sweet 
heart shaped paper clips that everyone received as an extra little gift.  
 
This year the ladies watched Liz Curtis Higgs by podcast.  She makes us laugh and challenges us to 
remember who we are in Christ and how much we are loved by Him! 
 
This has become an outreach event; many women from different areas come to have fellowship with 
us.  The cost this year was $7.00 with a portion of this going to Fresh Start ministries – a home for 
young moms. 
 
Thank you to all who attend and bring friends to 
this event – your faithful support is much 
appreciated.   You are loved! 
 
We as a committee always have so much fun 
putting it all together. 
 
We also want to thank Dan & Rick who always 
help with serving and cleaning up so the women 
are free to enjoy the evening.  We couldn’t do it 
without them, dessert is their only incentive. 
 
Blessings to all of you from: 
 
Annette Mitchell 
Connie McBride 
Deb Young     
Judy Kingsbury 
Joanne Young 
Kathie Troyer 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM 
Doug Babbey 
 

 
 
Members of the Team:  Pastor Steve, David Shields, Doug Babbey, Darlene Covey, Ronda Keller, and 
Kathie Troyer.  
 
We meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm in the Ministry Centre. 
The regular morning services are the main thrust of our planning; however we also include special 
occasions like Christmas, Easter, Church at the Park and special Speakers. 
We have two Worship Teams: 

 HEAVENWARD: Led by Pastor Steve with Doug Babbey, Janice Edmund and Denise Light. 

 HEARTS OF PRAISE: Led jointly by Kathie Troyer/ Ronda Keller, Darlene  Covey, with Sal and 
Rayburn Lansdell helping when needed. 

 
Thanks to Darlene Covey for preparing a worship leader 
schedule and thanks to these members for keeping our 
Worship services flowing smoothly and providing a receptive 
environment for God’s presence to be felt. Linda Jones recruits 
Scripture readers so please contact her if you enjoy sharing 
your reading talent.  Deb Young arranges for greeters each 
Sunday and this is another area where we appreciate 
volunteers to step up. 
 
Sound Technicians are Brent and Grace McDougall, Ronda 
Keller, and  Rick Kyle.  
Assistants for set up and tear down Trevor Armstrong, Steve 
Csire, Gary Day, Bill Light and Wayne Rockley. Projection 
Technicians are Judy Kingsbury, Dan McKibbon and  Marlene 
Rockley. 
 
This Team strives to bring a worshipful atmosphere that will 
inspire a deeper connection with the Holy Spirit and 
compliment the Message of the day. 
 
Respectfully  submitted by  
THE WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM.   
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ISRAEL TOUR 2019 
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DEACONS & MINISTRY TEAMS IN 2019 

DEACONS 

Judy Kingsbury (Chair)  
Doug Babbey  
Marlene Buck  
Bob Hodgson  

Jackie Hughes  
Fred Kingsbury  
Sal Lansdell  
Deb Young

Care Team 
Chair: Bob Hodgson 
Co-Chair: Marlene Buck 
Team: Heather Amorin, Doug Babbey, Sherrill Babbey, Joan Cain, Jan Ebert, Joyce Ecker, Shirley 
Franklin, Carol Hodgson, Judy Kingsbury, Jan Siemens, Marilyn Skingley, Kathie Troyer 

Christian Education Team 
Chair: Jackie Hughes 
Team: Darryl Covey, Carol Hodgson, Beverly Pype, Dave Shields, Mackenzie Troyer 

Discipleship Team  
Chair: Fred Kingsbury 
Life Group Leaders: Jan Ebert, Kathie Troyer, Joanne Young, Rayburn Lansdell, Murray Edmund, Elaine 
Csire 

Prayer Team  
Chair: Sal Lansdell 
Team: Joanne Young, Kathie Troyer, Marlene Rockley, Elaine Csire, Judy Kingsbury, Marlene Buck, 
Janice Ebert, Linda Bell, Irene Clarkson 

Mission & Evangelism Team  
Chair: Deb Young 
Team: Meta Avey, Sherrill Babbey, Shirley Franklin, Karen Lucas, Gary Hunt, Marian Smith, Rick Young 

Worship Ministry Team 
Team: Doug Babbey, Darlene Covey, Kathie Troyer, Ronda Keller, Pastor Steve 
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BOARD OF DEACONS FOR 2020 

T =Term (1 or 2)    R = Remaining years in term of service 

Judy Kingsbury T2-R1  (Chair) 
Doug Babbey T2-R2 
Marlene Buck T1-R1 
Bob Hodgson T1-R1 
 

Jackie Hughes T2-R3  
Sal Lansdell T2-R3 
Deb Young T2-R3 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS APOINTEES FOR 2020 

T =Term (1 or 2) R = Remaining years in term of service 

Board of Directors Officers:  
Chair    Elaine Csire   T2-R2 
Vice Chair   Gary Hunt   T2-R2 
Treasurer   Rayburn Lansdell  T2-R2 
Secretary   Vacant 
Building  Jim Hill   T2-R1 
Director at large  Andrea Harley  T1-R1 

Financial Secretary  Sal Lansdell 
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REPORT OF THE CHURCH CLERK 
Marian Smith 
 

2019 
MEMBERSHIP AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2019  
 
Active Members   115 (Those who have been formally received into church  
      membership and are actively involved) 
 
Non-Active Members   124 (Those who have previously been received as members 
Non-Resident  Members  96         but have either moved or stopped being involved) 
 
Members Removed:   7 
Members transferred out:  1 
Members Received:   4 
 

 
Active Adherents    125 (Those who are actively involved with our church and  
      are not members) 
Baptisms in 2019:     2 
 

 
 

2018 
MEMBERSHIP AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018 
 
Active Members   128 
Non-Active Members   114 
Non-Resident  Members  99 
 
Members Removed:   6 
Members transferred out:  6 
Members Received:   4 
 

 
Active Adherents:    142  
 
Baptisms in 2018:     4 
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ACTIVE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP IN 2019 
 
Below is a listing of those who have been actively involved as members this past year as of December 
31, 2019. For a comprehensive list of the ACTIVE, NON-ACTIVE and NON-RESIDENT membership  
please contact the Deacons Board. If you are an adherent of our church and would like to become a 
member with FBC, please contact our Deacons to plan a membership interview.  To see all active 
members and active adherents of our church, please look through our 2020 Church Photo Directory. 
Please advise the Deacons Board of any errors or omissions.  
 
Heather Amorin 
Steven Amorin 
Pauline Amy 
Trevor Armstrong 
Meta Avey 
 
Doug Babbey 
Sherrill Babbey 
Linda Bell 
Norma Bilger 
Deb Bouck 
Marlene Buck 
 
Joan Cain 
Susan Charby 
Isabelle Chilcott 
Irene Clarkson 
Wanda Clarysse 
Dianne Cote 
Joyce Cottrell 
Darlene Covey 
Laurence Covey 
Darryl Covey 
Suzanne Covey 
Leanne Coyle 
William Coyle 
Elaine Csire 
Steven Csire 
 
Tina Daniel 
Margaret Dawson 
Jeanette Delage 
Kate Dodd 
Jan Ebert 

Joyce Ecker 
Shirley Franklin 
 
Dorothy Ghesquire 
Gloria Gignac 
Gary Gordon 
Barry Grass 
Sharon Graves 
Sherrin Guyard 
 
Andrea Harley 
Gladys Harper 
Jane Hawkins 
Karen Hernandez 
Sharon Hetherington 

Lois Hickey 
Jim Hill 
Yvonne Hill 
Bob Hodgson 
Carol Hodgson 
Rosemary Hopper 
Lois Howe 
Jackie Hughes 
Maurice Hughes 
Alida Hunt 
Gary Hunt Sr. 
Carla Houtman 
Jurian Houtman 
 
Rose Janzen 
Carl Jones 
Linda Jones 
Michelle Kingsbury 
Fred Kingsbury 

Judy Kingsbury 
Pat Kyle 
 
Rayburn Lansdell 
Sharon Lansdell 
Denise Light   
June Lowrie 
Richard Lucas 
Donna Ludwig 
Doug Ludwig 
 
Lillian MacKenzie 
Bryan McBride 
Connie McBride 
Dan McKibbon 
Kim McKibbon 
Brenda McQuiggan 
Ann Mathews 
Dawn Mathews 
Jean Miller 
Joy Milmine 
Annette Mitchell 
Grant Mitchell 
James Morgan 
 
Judy Nancekivell 
 
Darlene Oke 
Jim Oke 
Gail Osmond 
 
Wilma Pettit 
Adena Pilkey 
Alex Pressey 

Emma Pressey 
Beverly Pype 
Veronica Rankin 
Eunice Rauw 
Gil Rauw 
 
David Shields 
Jody Shields 
Jan Siemens 
Jurrien Sissing  
Marilyn Skingley 
Marian Smith 
Pam Smith 
 
David Tomsett 
Jeannette Tomsett 
Lidia Tromp 
Kathie Troyer 
Lianne Troyer 
Mackenzie Troyer 
Rick Troyer 
 
Diane Wilson 
 
Deb Young 
Rick Young 
Dan Young 
Joanne Young 
 
(TOTAL: 115) 
 
 
 

 


